Young Choreographer Realizes Her Dream: Bringing Creation Story to Life

Upper Marlboro, Maryland — February, 2009- In many ways, Christine Byrams
has a textbook liturgical dance background: Ballet classes beginning at age five
igniting her desire to dance; meeting and
studying with her mentor, Sandy Mitchell
of Spirit Wings Dance Company as a
teenager; taking opportunities to train
dancers at local churches, while still a
young dancer; traveling to Japan after
high school graduation where she was
able to study Japanese ballet during a
student exchange program sponsored by
Youth for Understanding.

While she never lost her passion for dance
after returning from Japan, Byrams shifted gears and answered the call to
corporate America eventually becoming League President for the American
Nurses Association (ANA). Marriage and motherhood soon followed.  After
leaving the ANA, Byrams became full time mother to her three children for four
years. She completed a Bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies and a Master’s
degree in Liturgical Dance Theory from Fort Wayne Theological Seminary in Fort
Wayne, Indiana.

Part-time work at her oldest son’s school, Clinton Christian School in Upper
Marlboro, Maryland, eventually led to her current position as Instructor of Dance
for the school. Since 2006, she has seen the dance ministry grow from 9
students to 48 students making it the largest aspect of Clinton Christian’s Fine
Arts program.

Now in a full circle moment, the young
choreographer is premiering her first large scale
work, Creation. She was struck with the idea for
the piece after a trip to New York to see The Lion
King on Broadway in 2007. She knew then she
wanted to present Creation in a larger than life
production. While Byrams has great admiration
for Judith Jamison, Alvin Ailey and Mia Michaels,
the inspiration for all of her choreography comes
from God.

Creation is choreographed for 89 dancers between the ages of 4 and 18. |Its
seven major dances correspond to the story in Genesis Chapter 1. Passages
from the biblical account will be narrated as part of the production. Costumes,



complete with face paint, will reflect animal, sea and plant kingdoms. Original set
design and a newly composed musical score complete the production.

“I believe the Lord is trying to expand Christian Dance and the Arts to reach a
broader audience not just the church,” Byrams says. “The dance the Lord has
given me and my students can be taken to the world, with an emphasis on the
world knowing God and respecting what He has done.”

Creation is set to premiere March 26™ and 27", 2009 at THEARC Theatre in
Washington, DC. For more information, please call Clinton Christian School at
301-599-9600.

Christine Byrams is married to Sean Byrams and is the mother of Cshon 10,
Saevon 7, and Lena 4. She is the Creative Director for Arts Ministry at Life
Church in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.



